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and road y, are the .successive stages of the Business ; the origin and first stivge of which have been known to us for some time pits I :
rr 1760, Kiinig, his well-mount visit to Berlin proving HO futile, hnd loft MaupRrtiiiH in tho humour wo HHW ;— pirouetting round his Apartment, in tempests of nigo (it such contradiction of dinners on his sublime Law of Thrift; and fulminating permission to Kb'uig : "No time to rend your Paper of Contradictions; publish it in Leipzig, in Jericho ; anywhoro in thn Uarth, in Heaven, in the Other Place, wlmro yon have tho opportunity!" Kiinigj returning on theno torms, luul nothing for it hut to publish his Paper; und did puhliHh it, in tho Leipzig Actn Kruditorum for March 17/51. There it stands, legible to this day: and if any of tho human species should ngain think of rending it, I believe It will ho found n reasonable, solid mid decisive I'apor ; of steadfiiHt, oponly nrticuhito, by no means insolent, tone; considerably modifying Mnujiurtulti'H Luw of Thrift, or Minimum of Action ; — fatal to tho claim of HH lining n " Sublime Discovery/1 or indeed, so far as true, any discovery nt all.1 By way of finis to tho Paper, there is given, what provfiH oxtromoly important to tin, mi JKxrerpt from nn old Letter oj fteibnitat't ', which porhnps it will be better to present hero in norporc, »s HO much turned on it aflerwardH. Kiinig lima winds up:
'"I mid only a word, in finishing; und that is, that it appears Mr. LoilmiU had a theory of Action, perhaps much more extensive than one would suspect at piTHpnt, There in n Letlor written by him to Mr. Honvmnn" (ai\ rmo.iout muthomiitictil wigo ut lliiwl), "where ho USO.K Ihoso p*pronhions : ' Artiiin is not what you think ; the, eonsiilwution oj Time, r.ntwx into it ; Ai'timi. in <tn /he proiliwt of the. mumt hi/ the SJHIMI iniil thn wlofily, of n« tlifl time. l>y thn vis vivn. I hnve remarked that in the. modijle,nlion» t^/' motion, tin', ni-tion becomes iimiti/ly a Maximum nr n minimum:— and from thin them mii/ht tewcrul jirujionitioiis of yreut nonsequenea tin deduced. It mit/lit xrri'ii to itt'tcrniiiio tint curves described by bodies vniltr attraction to one or mom wntreit. J hnd me.unt to treat oj'thesa things in the. Nrcund I'urt <{/' my Dyiiamiijuo; which I ttuppressal, the reception of the Viml, hi/ i»-i'judiri' in ninny quartern, /ini'iti.i/ disgusted mn.'"3 Your
1 In Atia linttlitdtitin (LipMiv, 1751): ' D( uniwrsali Principle el Afotus.' Tiy no mciuw uncivil lo Mnupcrluis j though obliged to controvert biin, For example : ' Qn<t itaiftie iJa Alini'mA Actionis in motlijicatianilitts tiioctttm ol>t Indite in gf litre fivfo iiiitiirwliementerlaii<io ;} (ontintnt nempe 'facuiidum Inn^iit pulehtrrimum ftynamicts mblintioris princifinin, cttjtis vim in diffl. eiltimis ijtiifstiiiiiilnis sspt <xfertusfui.'
'J Afaiifertuhiami, No. ii. 22 (fruui Aftn Kruditorum, ulii suprK). In Maiiftr-ttihiiiiM Nn. iv. idi'i, IH the whole I.cllur,  'Ilnnover, lOlli October 1707;' no